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Santa Cruz Archers (SCA) History 
 Founded May 10, 1968. Santa Cruz Archers fosters, expands and 

perpetuates field and target archery and the spirit of good 
fellowship among all archers.  

 Santa Cruz Archers DeLaveaga Archery Range is a place where 
archers can shoot, congregate and socialize. 

 SCA is a 501(c)4 corporation because it “lessens the burden of 
government” by building, maintaining and operating the archery 
range.  

 Santa Cruz Archers relies on membership dues, club fundraisers, 
donations and volunteer labor to build and maintain the range and 
facilities.  

 Santa Cruz City Parks and Recreation department pays for most 
entry and exit road care, electricity, phone and for First Alarm 
security to open and close the gates for standard hours. 
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Running the club 

 The club is governed by 

 The constitution and by-laws 

 The elected officers 

 The board of directors 

 Those who attend the meetings 

 Insurance 

 Chartered  by National Field Archery Association (NFAA) 

 As such we are part of a group with special insurance rates 

 We must pass NFAA range inspections for indoor and outdoor 

ranges every two years to keep our charter and insurance. 
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Range Access 
 Outdoor range 

 Gate open for public access noon to 4pm Saturday and Sunday 

 Range access to participants only during formal shoots 

 Walk-in access to the public anytime during daylight hours 

 Waivers are encouraged for anyone visiting the outdoor range 

 

 Indoor range 
 Club members and their guests only 

 If you choose to allow public access while you are there, you are responsible for 
their behavior and safety  

 Everyone must have signed a waiver to be indoors (shooting or not) or to use 
club equipment 
 Waivers are on the counter as you enter the clubhouse or can be printed from the web site. 
 You must ensure your guests fill waivers out legibly, date them and sign them 
 New waivers are required as of January 1st each year 
 Ensure minor children have their parents or legal guardians sign their waiver before bringing 

them to the range 
 Put completed waivers under the waiver clipboard in the indoor range 
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Parking 
 Park in the lower lot only, unless 

 You are bringing tools, equipment or supplies for official range 
business or range work 

 You are disabled 

 Twice per year we are allowed to use the riparian area 
between the indoor range and the parking lot for parking 

 These allowances are made as a courtesy from the City of Santa 
Cruz to enable our big shoots 
 Stickbow and 3D in the Redwoods unmarked 3D shoots 

 Bad Boys of Branciforte marked 3D shoot 

 If there is sufficient precipitation to soften the ground, we will 
not use the area. 
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Archery Equipment 
 Members and their guests can use the club archery equipment while at 

the range 

 Put away all equipment when done, hang bows sight window up, 

make sure the string follows the bottom limb 

 Report warn-out or damaged equipment with an email to 

scarchers@comast.net 

 Bows, Arrows, Snacks & Targets 

 Snacks, drinks: deposit $1 each in the metal box under the snack 

box 

 Targets (40cm): deposit $1 each in the metal box next to the bow 

closet  

 No club equipment allowed on the outdoor range without a club 

member. 
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SCA Membership 
 Membership Classifications 

 Working and Non-Working members may vote and are eligible to obtain 

range keys.  

 Working Members are expected to support club functions and activities; contribute 

to maintenance of the range and associated areas; and maintain the specific target that 

has been assigned to them.  

 Non-Working Member 

 Non-Working Members do not need to contribute to maintenance or club 

business, but they must clean up after themselves.  

 Non-Participating Members do not have any maintenance or support 

requirements; can vote at club meetings; but cannot have range keys and 

must shoot club events as “Guest.” 
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Joining SCA 
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 SCA monthly club meetings: 1st Tuesday each month at 7:30 PM in the clubhouse.  
  Attend a meeting 

 fill out a waiver if you have not submitted one this calendar year 

 fill out and submit a contact information sheet (during the ensuing month, we confirm the contact 
information is correct) 

 receive the constitution and membership application 

 learn about the club meetings and the club’s business 

 Get acquainted (pick at least one of the following) 

 attend a work party 

 aid a club member in an approved clerical task 

 provide an approved service to the club 

 attend a club event such as the indoor or outdoor shoot or a fundraising shoot 

 Complete the SCA New Member Introduction class 

 Get a sponsor (an existing club member in good standing) 

 Attend another club meeting, 

 turn in your completed application before the meeting 

 introduce yourself to the members during the meeting’s new member segment 

 your membership will be voted on by the members 

 Accept the constitution and bi-laws as the club’s governing documents 

 



Archery Organization Membership 
 Santa Cruz Archers is chartered by the National Field 

Archery Association (NFAA), and we are a member of 
California Bow Hunters State Archery Association 
(CBH/SSA) 

 We have a group insurance plan through NFAA requiring that 
our ranges be certified by the NFAA’s designated 
representative bi-annually for safety and conformance to 
technical specifications 

 We recommend joining an archery organization such as 
NFAA, USArchery, ASA or IBO to keep current on events 
and trends and to support our sport 
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Range Rules 
 All City laws and ordinances apply to the archery range and surrounding area.  

 The following are prohibited: 
 BROADHEADS, CROSS-BOWS, FIREARMS, SMOKING, OPEN FIRES (except in 

the BBQ pit) 

 ALCOHOL and other intoxicants, do not come to the range if you are intoxicated 

 Never bring glass to the range unless it is to replace an existing fixture (lights) 

 Never donate items to the club unless you have cleared it with the Indoor or 

Outdoor Range Captain, a Vice President or the President 

 Non-archery activities are prohibited (such as bicycling, hiking, jogging) 

 Children under 13 must be accompanied by an adult at all times. Their safety 

and behavior is the responsibility of the adult that brought them to the range 
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Range Etiquette  
 Leave the range cleaner than you found it, all members, 

working and non-working, are required to clean up after 
themselves and their guests 

 Special target items, such as balloons and cans must be 
removed when you leave 

 Remove hard substances such as bale nails and sticks from the 
center of targets 

 Store excess bale nails near the backstop’s outside edges 

 Working members shooing for fun or practice can pull 
French Broom while they wait and carry a plastic bag to 
remove refuse from a few targets along the way. 
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Range Work  
 Work Parties are scheduled on the first Saturday of each month 

and as needed.  They are typically held year round except during 
December or January or other times when weather could 
compromise safety. Work parties usually start at 9AM. 

 The range is closed for shooting during work parties, always look 
for the range closed sign before venturing onto the range 

 Working members will adopt a target that they will do minor 
maintenance on such as maintaining shooting lanes, clearing brush 
and keeping trails safe. 

 Attendance at work parties is not required for working members 
that fulfill their work requirements in other ways (e.g. clerical 
work, publicity and so forth) or at other times (e.g. clearing 
shooting lanes during the week). 
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Member Guests 
 Club members are welcome to have non-members as their 

guests at the range 

 Club members are responsible for their guests while at the 
range 

 Club members must: 

 ensure all guests have current, signed waivers 

 provide range information, safety rules and club rules 

 ensure their guests are safe and follow the rules 

 clean up when they leave 

 lock up when they leave the range (see “formally pass 
responsibility” note) 
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Events 
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 Events are listed in club emails, newsletter, web site and the web calendar. 

 Information for events in the archery community can be found on archery web sites, 
fliers in the indoor range, the outdoor bulletin board, at other shoots, at archery shops 
and in various archery organization’s newsletters or web sites (NFAA, USArchery, IBO, 
ASA) 

 Range use during events:  
 During 3D events, only paid participants may shoot (members shoot by entering) 

 For open shooting check the web calendar before coming to the range 

 Always look for range markers before venturing onto the ranges, ignoring a “Range 
Closed” sign endangers you and others 

 Scheduled Monthly Club Shoots: 
 Outdoor club Shoot: 2nd Sunday at 9am 

 Outdoor Stump Shoot (Traditional equipment only): Last Saturday at 9am 

 Indoor Shoots:   
 300 round 1st and 3rd Fridays at 7:45pm 

 450 round 2nd and 4th  Fridays at 7:45pm 



Events continued 
 Other SCA Club Archery Events:  

 SCA hosts shoots as fundraisers. Proceeds from these events go to club 
operations and maintenance and repair of the range and facilities 

 Most archery events held on the SCA range are organized and managed directly 
by the club (Regional shoots are managed by the region) 

 Unless members are specifically needed to provide support during a shoot, they 
are welcome to enter these events 

 "Stickbow in the Redwoods,” "3-D in the Redwoods" and “Bad Boys of 
Branciforte” are the club's signature shoots. The “in the Redwoods” shoots are 
typically held in early June and are unmarked yardage shoots. Recurve, 
Longbow, and Primitive archers one day, all classes on the other day. The “Bad 
Boys” shoot is marked yardage and for all classes. 

 Additional outdoor "marked" and "unmarked" 3-D shoots may also be hosted 
from time to time 

 Sanctioned Archery Events: SCA may also host archery tournaments sanctioned 
by state or national archery organizations (e.g. annual state and regional indoor 
championships) 
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Main Gates 
 The main gate key is from the City of Santa Cruz 

 Leave gates the way you find them unless you are opening or closing for a formal event 

 If you do not have keys, and you do not know of a formal event, do not enter if the gate 
is open during the week 
 The SC Water Department leaves the gate open occasionally, trapping archers. Don’t 

worry we let you out the next time we come to the range. 

 If you open the gate during the work week, lock it behind you. It is your responsibility to 
ensure the gate is left the way you found it 

 If you open the gate before noon on Saturday or Sunday you may leave it open if you also 
open the back gate to allow through traffic. 

 If you open for a formal event it is your responsibility to ensure the gates are closed after 
the event 
 if the event is on a weekend, you may allow First Alarm to close or open for you if their 

timing (open at noon, close at 4pm) works for the event 

 The range road is one-way only on weekends; the rangers will cite you if you are found 
going the wrong way at any time. 
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Outdoor Range 
 Practice Area Range Markers: Target huts are located in the practice area 

at various distances from the shooting markers/hubs 

 Match practice area hub colors with distances painted on huts 

 Do not shoot across the road in the practice area 

 Field and Hunter (Outdoor) Range Markers: Shooting hubs are of 
various colors at each target 

 Black hubs are for Cub distances when the Adult yardage is over 30 yards 

 Blue hubs are for Youth when the Adult yardage is over 50 yards 

 White hubs are for targets with the black center spot (Field) 

 Red hubs are for targets with the white center spot (Hunter) 

 Yellow hubs are for the NFAA animal round 

 Orange hubs are used for marked 3-D animal novelty shoots 

 Green hubs are the distances in meters (FITA Field) 
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Outdoor range continued 
 Shooting the Outdoor Range:  

 Do not back track or cut across range trails. Shoot only at official targets. If you 
go behind a target to locate an arrow, place your bow, quiver, and remaining 
arrows in front of, and leaning against the center of the target to signal your 
presence. Likewise, if you see a bow, arrows, or quiver against a target, it means 
that there is someone looking for arrows. DO NOT SHOOT UNTIL ALL IS 
CLEAR. Use open communication to ensure safety. 

 Safety dictates that you can see your target and anyone approaching your target 
during arrow flight 

 Everyone in your group shoots from one line except on walkups were the 
forward hub is more than 15° right or left of your line to the target 

 Litter: SCA is responsible for all maintenance on the range. There are litter 
buckets at each target hut. Place litter in the large garbage cans in the BBQ area 
or in the indoor range. Everyone's help is needed to keep the range clean. If you 
have access to waste disposal capacity, please feel free to take a bag of trash with 
you when you leave 

 Outdoor range map is available on the internet and in the clubhouse 
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Indoor Range 
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 The indoor range is open to club members and their guests 24 hours, 7 day a week 
unless otherwise scheduled, posted or notified 

 The indoor range is open to the public only at the discretion of club members present at 
the range; members allowing public access are totally responsible for the visitor’s safety 
and behavior and must remain in the indoor range with them at all times 

 Whomever you are hosting, when you leave, all non-members must leave and you must 
lock the building or, you must formally pass responsibility on to another member who 
agrees to accept responsibility for non-members remaining in the indoor range 

 Everyone entering the clubhouse, whether a club member, family member or guest, 
shooting or not, must fill out a waiver legibly, sign it and date it. Completed waivers go 
under the waiver clipboards next to the donation/membership box 

 Members who have clubhouse keys are required to follow all entry and exit procedures; 
clean up after the activity; turn lights, appliances and stoves off; latch the snack box; 
latch the storage room hasp; and lock the facility prior to departure. 



Indoor Range (continued) 
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 SCA members have precedence unless there is a formal, club 

organized event in progress 

 Snacks, Drinks and Targets:  

 Club members generally keep the snack room open while they are 

there to allow others access 

 If you buy the last cold water or soda please place more in the 

refrigerator 

 If you make a mess, clean it up 

 If you see we are running low on something or there is something you 

would like to have at the range, email scarchers@comcast.net 

 Keep the snack box closed and latched to prevent rodent 

encroachment;  check it when you leave 
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Indoor range continued 
 Use new indoor range targets only for formal indoor shoots unless you purchase them.  

 Outdoor range targets are refreshed only monthly before the outdoor shoot. Outdoor 
targets are used only for that purpose. 

 Only used targets may be put up in the practice area. 

 You may purchase new indoor targets, put a dollar each in the grey metal box next to the 
bow closet. 

 You can leave targets up for others; if you remove targets, put the targets to the left side, 
put the bale nails back in the bale nail bucket 

 Shooting Line: When shooting at the indoor range, the furthest shooting distance allowed 
is 20 yards;  all shooters must use the same shooting line; if others wish to shoot further 
back than you, simply position one of the roll-around backstops to achieve your desired 
distance 

 While the phone is primarily a safety instrument; other brief phone use is OK for local 
calls. Dial 9 first, then the local number 

 First Aid: A first aid kit is located on the wall by the phone and in the cabinet under the 
phone. If something is out of date or we are out of something, email 
scarchers@comcast.net and tell us. 
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Heating 
 If you will be at the range a while, it’s cold, and you know 

how, you are welcome to start a fire in the heating stove 

 Keep the door closed while using the stove to save wood 

 It helps to fill the kettle with water to increase humidity 

 Be aware of the cost of wood and don’t get carried away 

 Open vents to start the fire, close the doors and throttle the 
vents down to about a 3/8 inch once the fires is going 

 Throttling back conserves wood and heats the room faster than 
leaving the door open or leaving the vents open 

 Do not pack the stove with wood when you leave 

 Close the vents when you leave 

22 



Indoor Range Map 

(not to scale) 

Where to put the money? 
1. Buy Snacks and Drinks, $1 

2. Club Bows & outdoor arrows 

2. New Targets (40cm Indoor) $1 

3. Public Donations 

4. Indoor Scoreboard 

5. Outdoor Scoreboard 
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Tools 
 Tools in the clubhouse are to be used at the range for repairs, 

maintenance, and upkeep of the indoor range, the outdoor 
practice area, or the outdoor range 

 Tools are located behind the tool and snack room door 

 Always return tools after use so that they will be there for others 

 Notify the range captain (scarchers@comcast.net) of any broken 
tools or if you know of tools we don’t have that would improve 
range maintenance 

 If you don’t know how to use a tool, ask a range captain or more 
experienced member 

 If you have your own tools please feel free to bring them and use 
them while you are at the range 
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Range work 

 Changes to the outdoor range are not allowed without 

permission from the club 

 Permission can be obtained only through the voting process at a 

Board of Directors meeting or a discussion by board members  

 Controlled changes include, but are not limited to, signage, 

shooting positions, target huts, trails, score boards, seating, and 

picnic area furnishings 

 As a working member, you Adopt-a-Target; a sign-up sheet will 

be located in the indoor range. 
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Range Work continued 
 Check with Range Captains or Work Party Leader 

 Maintenance Suggestions 
 Restocking snacks (managing, purchasing and stocking)  

 Maintaining outdoor range equipment such as target huts, roofs, bales, bow 
racks, strapping, keeping shooting lanes clear (removing branches and leaves), 
replacing steps 

 Trail maintenance (raking, cleaning, replacing grip materials on steps)  

 Removing anything not-required from the range (trash, old targets, old bails 
and straw, strapping etc.)  

 Disposing of trash and ash (taking to the dump or transfer station)  

 Rodent control in the indoor range  

 Placing anything required on the range (targets, signs, trash buckets, etc.)  

 Maintaining indoor, outdoor ranges and grounds including the picnic area  

 Removing Scotch Broom (non-indigenous flora) 

 Strapping bales for backstops  

 Road work, parking lot work 
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Range Work continued 
 Continued  

 Organize and manage phone trees  

 Executing functions for the cub as an officer (or otherwise)  

 Fixing anything used to maintain the range or run the shoots.  

 Painting anything that needs painting (in approved colors).. such as yardage 
markers, huts, masking and painting lines in the indoor range.  

 Making signs (approved wording, format and so forth)  

 Clerical work such as preparing tax returns, collecting fees, recovering keys, 
archery and club related articles for the newsletter, pictures and art for the 
newsletter  

 Publicity work (making and placing fliers, dealing with the press and so 
forth).  

 Creating and documenting maintenance instructions and training new 
members  

 Maintenance of the clubs tools or equipment (waxing, re-serving and making 
strings, replacing arrow rests, cleaning risers and limbs, maintaining the quad 
and trailer, arranging to repair broken equipment, transporting equipment 
for repair)  

 Keeping inventories of bows, arrows, tools and so forth  

 Purchasing approved items or services (research and buying) 27 



Range work (continued)  
 Shoots  

 Organize and advertise monthly shoots  

 Maintain shoot records, keep the record boards neat, tidy & up-to-date  

 Run monthly shoots  

 Helping at the shoots including preparing the targets, direction markers and 
yardage markers, setting up the range and bringing the targets in, registration, 
sign making, score keeping, awards, shopping for food and support goods, 
food preparation, food service, handling the money, directing traffic and so on  

 Targets  
 Making targets  

 Gluing targets  

 Inventorying and ordering targets  

 Obtaining cardboard for target backing  

 Environmental control 
 Obtaining fire wood and kindling, splitting logs, stacking firewood  
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Formal Shoot How-To 
 Best advice: 

 Just come to the shoot. 

 Be early enough that you can warm up and practice a bit 

 Tell others there that you are new and would like to go with them to “learn the ropes” 

 Indoor (see “best advice”) 
 NFAA 300 round, 60 arrows, 5 per end, 12 ends (blue single or 5 spot target) 

 “Vegas” 40 round, 45 arrows, 3 per end, 15 ends (multicolor single or 3 spot target) 

 Outdoor (see “best advice”) 
 Standard NFAA Field and Hunter round, 4 arrows per target, distances vary from 20 feet 

to 80 yards, combination of one shooting spot, fans (4 equidistant spots) and walkups (2 
or 4 different distances) 

 Animal round, watercolor animal targets, 3 marked arrows, scoring favors first arrow, 
shoot only until you hit the target, some shot from same distance, others are walkups 

 Stump (see “best advice”) 
 Like “horse” first person picks the distance and shot location for the first target, next 

person for the second and so on. 

 Targets may be small foam 3D targets (custom-made by Andy Sterbenz) or “door shims” 
stuck in the ground around the range. 
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